Dan Groth/Arnstein suicide ( Playboy)/ Sherman Skolnick HW 2/12/75 

Late last night, just before I wa3 going to bed, there was a phone call from a can 
identifyin^iiLiself as Blake Fleetwood, doi rvg a story for Hew Tines. The nature of the 
story I guessed after v/e talked for a while, on the Amstein suicide and Dan ^roth’s pos- 
sible art in it. 

I gathered Floetwoods was not from Chicago. had done some preliml.nnry checking, 
carefully enough to have the old records on one Dan G>*oth handling property stolon in 
a robbery that ended in murder. 

lie appears to have heard of me more than from Bud, who he indicated had referred 
hiiu^and on the ^olden matter. We discussed this first end I told him what I believe, the 
area 3 of doubt anil what is not known. Hhis led* to Skolnick, who told him I had given him 
the Vallce stuff. We then discussed that and I told him what X think of it and of ^kolnick 
and of the consequences of Skolnick* s misuse. We agreed that whether or not he is crazy, 
what Skolnick does fits Department of Disinformation perfectly. 

I did refer him to Finley by several mentions of Larry* 3 name. Ho did no t know LF. 

I added effects of D. Hunt manufactures. 

IIcT says he’ll probably be in touch again. 

As of now ho seams satisfied that the case against Amstein war, a frame to give 
a means of 1 • ruling on Heffner ana Playboy and probably from those v/ho dislike what ho or 
the magazine or the foundation do. Fleetwood thinks it was DSA. I told him of An derson 
columns, of which he had some knowledge, and of the Conoin interest in devices for assassi- 
nation, of w deh he did not know. 

While he seemed to know much about that Groth- even that he had spoken to the papers 
first en Amstein* s death - ho made no mention of the Fred Hampton case. 

Felt I should alert Finley and phoned him. He had a call from Skolnick yesterday. 

S. told him that a"major" and "national" publication was coining out with a story that 
Cribth was one of the Chicago CIA cop3, inference either took their training, works for 
them or both. 


Larry thinks that rather than this originating with Fleetwood it i 3 something he 
picked up from Skolnick, who lias said it in the past, including on radion in Boston. 

Larry was not working last Friday, 2 / 9 , when Dick Cregory had his second or third 
or ? pres3 conference on this in Chicago because he feels he has mcro influence with the 
press there. Gregory was in the CDH office and in Larry's absence spoke to a yo u ng reporter 
named Brown. Brown covered the conference and turned in a three— cage memo, impressed by it. 
The new stuff includes the allegation that ^riinez end LHO were together in Hew Orleans. 

X’d hearu of this from Hebert of ^ 0 lie off and warned them that it was a crazy mi srw presenta- 
tion of UDSfc^ footage I have. ('It is not impossble that Robert "borrowed" this without my 
o.lc. and copied it.) I told whichever it .as that there is a slight resemblance but it 
is not Hajrbinez but Celso Hernandez and there is a police record and a long history to 
prove it. Bo, I phoned Walter Glanee, who told mo that ltaiph Schocneman had shovnhim 
sworn statements from cri m i n alists, etc., that the identification points in the Hunt/ X ‘ramp 
picture are specific and certain! I told Vfalter to please try to tell Dick that if this 
were one of the more proficient Department of Disinformation operations it could not be 
more perfect in pursuit of this ends. Or in time of greater need. 

Whiter says that in his joint appearance with Jack Anderson on WHET-TV, BTC, last 
night, Gregory avoided this kind of foolishness and went into CIA foreign operations, esp. 
VN, Chile, etc. Folicoff is to have taped that show for me. 


